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SECRET VIENTIANE 1940 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: DELAY IN FORMATION OF COALITION GOVERNMENT 
REFERENCE: VIENTIANE 1929 

1. AT HIS FIRST APPEARANCE SINCE HIS BOUT WITH A COLD, 

PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA VENTED HIS FRUSTRATION 
AND ANNOYANCE WITH THE PRESENT HIATUS IN PROGRESS TOWARD 
THE FORMATION OF A COALITION GOVERNMENT. 

2. SOUVANNA, WHO HAS A BAD COUGH AND SAID HE HAD NOT 
SOMKED A CIGAR FOR A WEEK, TOLD ME THAT HE WAS TIRED 
AND DEPRESSED. HE SAID HE HAD NOT LEFT LAOS IN OVER 
TWO YEARS AND NEEDS A VACATION. MAYBE THE THING TO DO 
WOULD BE TO TAKE A MONTH OR TWO OFF. HE HAD BEEN FORTH- 
COMING AND REASONABLE BUT THE OTHER SIDE WAS TRUCULENT 
AND STUBBORN. HE COULD PLAY THAT GAME TOO AND LET THE 
COUNTRY STEW IN ITS OWN JUICE FOR A WHILE. EVERYONE 
MIGHT BE A BIT MORE SENSIBLE AFTER A COOLING OFF 
PERIOD. 
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3. THREATS TO LEAVE THE POLITICAL ARENA ARE PART OF SOU- 
V ANNA'S TOCK IN TRADE AND HE IS OBVIOUSLY CROSS AND 
TIRED. HIS POOR STATE OF HEALTH DID NOT KEEP HIM FROM 
PLAYING CARDS UNTIL 0200 AND I DON'T THINK HE IS 
PACKING FOR THE RIVIERA YET. 
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